To:

Executive Vice-President Stéphane Séjourné
Director-General Kerstin Jorna

Ministers Morten Badskov & Lars Aagard
Ministers of the Competitiveness Council

Brussels, 18" September 2025

Industry call for clear EU carbon accounting framework to unlock private
investments in clean, renewable energy and industry decarbonisation

Dear Commissioner Séjourné,

Dear Director-General Jorna,

Dear Ministers Morten Bgdskov & Lars Aagard,
Dear Ministers of the Competitiveness Council,

As stakeholders investingin Europe’s industrial base and energy decarbonisation, we call
on the Danish Presidency and European Commission to lead the EU from confusion to
clarity and resolve the EU’s legal treatment of power purchase agreements (PPAs) and
their associated renewable energy certificates under sustainability rules.

EU carbon accounting methodologies must recognise market instruments used in
corporate energy procurement as a route to decreasing carbon footprints. A uniform
approach to carbon accounting methodologies, across all product categories starting
with EV batteries and PV-modules, which recognises clean and renewable power
purchase agreements and guarantees of origin is needed. This will cut carbon, unlock
private investmentin clean and renewable energy, and contribute to the Clean Industrial
Deal’s goal of stabilising energy prices.

This is urgent because several strategic legislative files are delayed because of the
ongoing political debate on carbon methodologies, primarily the EV Batteries Delegated
Act and PV Ecodesign rules. At the same time, new measures are being introduced which
rely on carbon metrics: from the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism to the Industrial
Decarbonisation Acceleration Act. An unclear regulatory framework disincentivises
private investment into industry decarbonisation. All this stalls progress towards
Europe’s 2030 and 2050 climate as well as energy security goals.

Why is it the strategic choice for the EU to recoghise market instruments like PPAs
and guarantees of origin (GOs)?

e PPAs mobilise private capital for clean and renewable energy projects and
renewables help reduce electricity prices. Furthermore, as the Clean Industrial
Deal promotes, PPAs are used to hedge against price volatility and provide an
avenue for industry operating on carbon-intensive grids to decarbonise.



e Consistentrules across the EU’s regulatory framework are essential to send clear
signals to stakeholders for investment decisions, e.g. promoting PPAs under RED
Il should also mean PPAs are accepted as a carbon reduction method. Therefore,
a universal carbon methodology must be applied whether it is within the rules of
the Batteries Regulation, Ecodesign, CBAM, IDAA or any other regulatory
framework that applies product carbon accounting methods.

e Harmonised carbon accounting rules lead to reduced administrative burden for
manufacturers, as well as to improved transparency in reporting, monitoring and
verification. Essential for the EU’s cutting red tape agenda.

Enforceable criteria that promote high quality, credibly verified PPAs and GOs are
possible and desirable. They should promote real decarbonisation efforts and drive the
energy transition. By using robust criteria and reliable verification methods, we can
confidently allow energy procurement tools like PPAs within carbon methodologies,
which, given the EU’s leading PPA market, would benefit European industry.

For such robust criteria, we need look no further than the Joint Research Centre and their
publications on carbon footprint calculation methodologies for batteries and most
recently for solar PV modules. The Commission’s own recommendation on product life
cycle should also be followed. This criteria can be built on and developed, to establish a
trusted framework which doesn’t penalise industry.

What s atrisk if we don’t recognise PPAs and GOs?

e The EU would create a severe disadvantage for companies operating in European
countries with carbon-intensive grids, which are utilising PPAs to decarbonise
their operations, thereby potentially hurting Europe’s current industrial base.

e Furthermore, reducing the attractiveness of PPAs risks stalling private
investments which support the decarbonisation of national grids and associated
reduced energy costs.

In a world where decarbonising energy everywhere is a matter of time and speed, carbon
methodologies should boost efforts taken by companies which incentivise investments
into and create demand for clean and renewable energy in manufacturing. Our call builds
on previous cross-industry calls’, demonstrating the importance industry places on this
issue.

We would value the opportunity to discuss a way forward on carbon accounting
methodologies with the Council under the Danish Presidency and the European
Commission to find a solution which works for industry.

Yours sincerely,

" https://resource-platform.eu/campaign-recognise-ppas/ and https://resource-platform.eu/ppas-4-ev-
batteries/



https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/GRB-CBF_CarbonFootprintRules-EV.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b8b5d42a-3203-11f0-8a44-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=intcom:C%282021%299332
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=intcom:C%282021%299332
https://resource-platform.eu/campaign-recognise-ppas/
https://resource-platform.eu/ppas-4-ev-batteries/
https://resource-platform.eu/ppas-4-ev-batteries/
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